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Tacoma, WA - August 3, 2009 -  A 'Technical Memorandum' released from Sound Transit's engineering consultants last week shows that 'post and beam' construction is only marginally more expensive than a berm for the Sounder rail expansion through the Dome District.

Although Sound Transit has said that the 'post and beam' approach would increase costs by an estimated $4 million, the difference turns out to be under $1 million -- maybe as little as a half million -- according to the detailed report (attached).  

Over 100 concerned citizens attended last week's meeting and walk through, hosted by Sound Transit.  When polled they were overwhelmingly in favor of the post and beam.   Considering the total project cost of $166 million, the one million dollar difference makes the concrete and steel hybrid post and beam approach easily affordable - and has the added benefit of creating design decisions based on effective and forward-looking urban planning. Tacoma citizens would welcome the opportunity to collaborate with Sound Transit and the City to secure this small amount of additional funding.



The post and beam solution is supported by groups as varied as the Tacoma Community Council, Sierra Club, Coldwell Banker Commercial Real Estate, many neighborhood business and professional groups - and hundreds of citizens who have signed a petition against using the berm approach.  As Tacoma's City Council wrote (resolution 37726): "The post and beam construction may not be uniformly appropriate, but should be used where it makes sense."  It makes sense from many perspectives including the fact that  the proposed berm would fill the B St. Ravine, identified in our City's Comprehensive Plan as an important habitat corridor, and also take away the development potential of approximately 300,000 sq. ft. of buildable / taxable land along the track's right-of-way. Post and beam will make needed development much more possible and likely. 

Tacoma wants post and beam - and now we know we can afford it too.
http://doitrighttacoma.blogspot.com
http://www.facebook.com/home.php#/pages/Do-It-Right-Tacoma/115983747610
See: "Post and Beam Concept Evaluation Technical Memorandum," Parsons Brinckerhoff. July 24, 2009, attached.
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